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CREATING fair and effective policies and institutions to povern land and tree tenure is a
prerequisite for eradicating poverty and protecting the environment in the humid tropics.
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Dhensities of primare populations (macgues,
leaf monkeys, gibbons and samang) olservead
in sample plots of damar agroforess arc
amilir v these abserved in naraml forests,
and at least 92 bird species have been
identificd, Lastly, by regularing stream flow
and controlling soil eromon, the Koo
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prosductiviey of cropping areis Tt
donenstream
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Meeting the challenge of reform

One of the central challenges facing
Indonesia’s Forestry Department is to
rethink the meaning—and hence the
boundaries—of State Forest Land.

At Independence in 1946, the tenure
systern applied by Indonesia’s Dutch
colonial masters to forest areas was
adopted by the new national
government without adjustments to
take community management into
account, State Forest Land was, and still
is, defined as 'forest located on lands
where there are no ownership rights’.
By this definition, far less land should be
included in this category than the 70%
of Indonesia’s land area over which the
department currently claims jurisdiction,
Much of this land is in fact agroforest,
not farest. And it is lived in and used by
millions of people, many of whose
families have been there for generations.

The department has demonstrated its
awareness of the injustices caused by

Bur community-managed agroforesis
delin

development: the

i &
'ET TNOTE TN JRIST "..||1!L' CLOnOmIc

also derive from and

l.':"-'.‘fFI""I.JEL' [{4] ‘\.I:u_':_'l! .“!:-'L'-“'l: .".'l.l'!'.'.l!l.ﬁ
the pressures thar mduce migranion

arhan or other raral arcas

A community under
threat

In 199 the B svstermn came under threas
as 3 dhiect consguenor of Indonesian
FOVETTIIENY ih.lll. U8 he Suh o g ernment

which had a Jornge huseory ol apgreopruating

lI.:l.llill.H 1l mar

i o pubilic or prvate onenbip. declined

|.|.:'.;|' areas of e l‘-.':'.i. deroloreats Lo | el 1L 5
o classibicton thar woubd allomw

|:.:_-\|_'_:'..!_' lollowvexd b cor

Forest Land
wersion to ol i il

1 I Y i ; 1
pantatins, A forosiry company was awarnded

I||¢. :|:'.!|! Fed FLarvesd A0 o310 13 "'.||!|..:

trecs— troes that had been planted by the
lonzad ':-nli1':r
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the current tenure system. In 1958

it invited a number of NGOs 1o
partidpate in a working group whose
purpose was to delineate ‘community
enclaves’ in State Forest zones—
situations similar to that of the Krui, in
which management could be devolved
to local institutions. The NGOs are
currently aiming to get large areas
reclassified on the basis that their
original gazetting as State Forest Land
did not follow the proper procedures,
which stipulate that local communities
miust be informed. Cther measures
taken by the department inciude the
issuing of guidelines for the resolution
of conflicts over land use and the
promulgation of two further decrees.
One of these decrees grants
cooperatives or community
organisations the right to manage
forests and harvest forest products,
and the other recognises the rights of
traditional forest user groups.
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This process of 'geering the Krui agroforeses
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on the map was followed by a more
imensive phase of representation and
negotiation. The consortum conveyed
requests to the government from village

leaders for dialepue on the stages of their
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powernment officials and organised a
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Beyond Krui: Smallholder rubber agroforests in

Indonesia

While the 32,000 hectares of Krui agroforest protected by government decree

provide a powerful symbol, they represent only a fraction of the total land area

dedicated to sustainable agroforestry in Indonesia, In Sumatra alone,
approximately 4 million hectares of various types of agroforests are managed
by local people, without any outside assistance.

Most extensive among these smallholder agroforests are the rubber-based
systems, called 'jungle rubber’ because of the wild woody species that grow
among the rubber trees. An estimated 7 million people in Sumatra and
Kalimantan make a living from the rubber agroforests that make up
appraximately 2.5 million hectares of these provinces. Overall, Indonesia's
agroforests produce at least 70% of the country’s rubber,
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