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Thailand is the largest producer of natural rubber (NR) in the world with a
production of about 3 million tons in 2006. Most (93%) of this comes from
smallholder farmers. Rubber agroforestry is commonly practiced and
involves mixing rubber with other food, fruit and timber crops. The practice
increases farm household income and also in line with the current policy of
promoting biodiversity in rubber plantations. The reported study was
carried out to understand types and characteristics of Smallholding Rubber
Agroforestry system (SRAS) in Thailand; to examine their economic
performance; and to identify possible strategic development in future.

Profitability of SRAS

Among the food crops, the system of rubber with pineapple has the highest
economic return but also requires more farm resources and input. Rubber-
banana mixture is also very profitable. Rubber-chili combination is less
efficient due to diseases and intensive management required. Among rubber-
fruit combinations, rubber-Salacca showed the highest net income but requires
more farm input. Guava and Gnetum mixtures are also profitable due to low
cost of production and management.
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Rubber-Livistana

SRAS development strategy for Southern Thailand

Rubber-Salacca

Rubber-Mangosteen

X Improvement in price and marketing of agroforestry
products

X At farm level, appropriate technology for higher productivity,
better farm efficiency and reduced risk.

X At regional level, improved co-ordination between
stakeholder agencies at regional level.

Timber species mixed system

The main timber species preferreed for
mixing with rubber are Neem and Teak
used normally for construction and
furniture.

Rubber-Teak

Rubber-Neem
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