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and among various lines of ministerial authority within which command relationships are 
dominant. The left side of the diagram includes elected local government institutions that 
have continued to try to increase their role in local governance since the 1997 national 

initiative or cultural groups to engage with agencies about local concerns, are all highly 

Institutional Context of Resource Governance

that can help us see more clearly the sources of 
mandates, authority and initiatives underlying the 

organization’s name indicates whether or not it has a 
mandated role in coordinating with others. Thus, it 
becomes rather clear that local units of centralized 
government agencies appear to be still quite aloof 
from other institutional actors, and tend to focus on 
forest and land resources in relative isolation from 
other resource management areas. This is one major 

Assessment of the major drivers of land 
use change in Mae Wang is based on 
analysis of survey, focus group and 
interview data, supplemented by broader 
data from current and historical 
secondary sources. Linkage of these 
drivers with actual patterns of land use 
change across our general study area was 
further explored through analysis of a 
time series of land cover based on remote 
sensing data at the level of the whole 
sub-district.

Government policies concerned with economic development and natural 
resource control and management have been especially important, as well as 
periods of increasing population pressure. Substantial areas have been 
converted into agricultural land and settlements. In upland and highland 
areas, traditional land uses with components that include shifting cultivation 
practices and are primarily associated with ethnic minorities have largely 
been forced to change to more permanent forms of land use due to state 
restrictions on land use expansion and prohibitions imposed under forest 
laws. Agricultural practices have changed from primarily subsistence to more 
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